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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

OSCAR S. SWITZER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

COVER ATTACHMENT FOR RECEPTACLES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 751,881, dated February 9, 1904. 

Application filed August 19, 1903. Serial No. 169,976. (No model.) 

To all whom, it may con,cerm: 
Be it known that I, OSCAR S. SwrrzER, of 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 

5 Improvements in Cover Attachments for Re-
ceptacles; and I hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had, to the accompa-
nying drawings, which form part of this speci-
fication. 

The primary object of my invention is to 
provide a cover attachment for receptacles 
which may be quickly applied to open-ended 
receptacles and readily removed therefrom. 

15 A further object of my invention is to so ar-
range the cover proper relative to the attach-
ing member that said cover may be moved to 
open and close the receptacle without remov-
ing said attaching devices therefrom. 

20 A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a device of the character described in 
which the cover proper is itself removable 
from the associated devices employed in at-
taching it to the receptacle. 

25 A still further object of my invention is to 
provide a simple, cheap, and efficient cover 
attachment for receptacles which when at-
tached to the receptacle will not become dis-
placed under ordinary conditions of use. 

30 With a view to attaining these and further 
objects, which will become apparent from the 
following description, my invention consists 
in the combinations of parts and features of 
construction hereinafter more particularly 

35 pointed out, and specified in the claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation 

of a receptacle equipped with a removable 
cover attachment embodying my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view taken from the right 

40 side of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the 
same, parts of _the cover proper being broken 
away. Fig. 4 is a detail of a friction-block. 

Referring now to said drawings, wherein 
like numerals of reference refer always to like 

45 parts, 5 indicates a receptacle having an open 
top. 6 indicates the cover proper therefor, 
preferably a flat plate of such size as to cover 
the receptacle 5, and extends a short distance 

therebeyond at suitable points or throughout 
its perimeter. 

Associated with the cover 6 are a suitable car-
rier member, to which the said cover is secured, 
and an attaching-clip, relative to which the car-
rier member is hinged, said clip being designed 
to be detachably secured to the receptacle. In 
the specific embodiment of my invention here-
in illustrated the carrier member comprises a 
single piece of spring-wire contorted as fol-
lows: The wire is centrally doubled back upon 
itself to form a U-shaped loop 8, on opposite 
sides of which the wire is symmetrically 
shaped, being on each side twisted into an open 
coil 9, whence it extends substantially at right 
angles to the plane of the loop 8 a suitable dis-
tance, as indicated at 10, thence outwardly 
• and then reentrantly bent to form an inwardly-
opening loop 11, designed to receive the edge 
of cover 6, then brought back and up to a cen-
tral point in a plane above the level of cover 
6 and intertwistekl with the opposite side of 
the wire for a suitable distance, as at 12, then 
bent outwardly and downwardly, as at 13, and 
then bent sharply in at its end to form an in-
wardly-open cover-receiving loop 14 in a plane 
including loops 11 and substantially parallel 
with the loop 8. The carrier thus constituted 
comprises, essentially, a series of spring-fin-
gers provided with inwardly-open cover-re-
ceiving loops 11 and 14, arranged in a single 
plane, a hinge member provided by coils 9, 
and a projection in the plane of the hinge mem-
ber substantially parallel to the plane of the 
cover-receiving loops. 

In assembling the parts the cover 6 is slipped 
into the open loops 11 and 14 and is firmly held 
at a sufficitnt number of points to positively 
position it in the carrier. 0 bviously, ho wever, 
the said cover may be readily removed by 
springing the carrier-fingers slightly apart. 

The hinge member coacting with the hinge-
coils 9 is carried by the attaching device. In 
the specific embodiment of the invention here-
in shown said attaching-clip comprises a wire 
16 of a resilient material bent to form an open 
spring of substantially the same configuration 
as the perimeter of the receptacle, to which it is 
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designed to be attached, and provided at a point 
intermediate its ends with an offset portion 17. 
Said offset portion 17 is preferably just wide 
enough to receive the hinge - coils 9 of the 
spring-carrier and is threaded through said 
coils 9 to form the pintle of the hinge. If pre-
ferred, the portions of the wire 16 which con-
tact with the receptacle may be covered with 
a suitable substance having good frictional 
qualities—such, for example, as rubber tubing 
18—which may be vulcanized thereto or sim-
ply slipped thereon, as desired. 

Associated with the attaching-clip 15 I pre-
fer to employ a friction-block 20, the bearing-
face of which is of material having good fric-
tional qualities, such as rubber, arranged and 
so shaped as to present a relatively long ver-
tical bearing against the receptacle adjacent 
the point whereon the strain falls in raising 
and lowering the cover. Preferably the block 
20 is formed entirely of rubber having flat 
sides and a flat bearing edge and having its 
opposite edge curved. The block is of less 
width than the distance between hinge-coils 9 
of the carrier and is mounted on the offset 17 
between the said coils 9. For convenience of 
attachment the block 20 may be apertured, as 
at 21, to receive the clip-wire and provided 
with a slot _22, leading from said aperture to 
the exterior edge of the block at a point re-
mote from the bearing-face, through which the 
clip-wire may be forced into the aperture 21. 

In the use of my invention, the cover proper 
being in place on the carrier, the attaching-clip 
is simply spread somewhat and slipped upon 
the receptacle at a proper point and then its 
arms are allowed to spring inward, so that they 
tightly clasp the receptacle. In jars and the 
like having grooves wherein the clip-wires 
may be fitted it will be found unnecessary to 
employ any friction devices for maintaining 
the clip against vertical movement upon the re-
ceptacle when the closure is being operated. 
Upon smooth vessels, such as jelly-glasses and 
the like, I prefer to employ the friction-blocks 
in the manner illustrated, such block when in 
place being with its fiat edge against the side 
of the glass. It will be apparent that the said 
block affords a long vertical bearing at the 
pivotal point at which the strain, due to the 
weight of the cover and the lifting effort, is 
thrown when the cover is being raised and 
will prevent the slippage of the clip at the said 
point. It will be obvious that the block 20 
should be so proportioned as not to interfere 
with the loop 8 in the desired throw of the 
hinged cover. It will also be apparent that 
in use either the loop 8 of the bow 12 of the 
carrier may be used as a handle to prevent the 
hands of the user touching the cover proper 
and that the cover may be thrown back until 
the loop 8, which forms a stop, strikes some 
relatively fixed portion of the attachment or, 
as in the present instance, the receptacle 5. 

It will be apparent that either the block 20 65 
or the coverings 18 of the clip 15, or both, 
may be omitted without departing from the 
spirit of my invention; but I find it advanta-
geous to use the construction herein illus-
trated and described. 	 70 

In the manufacture of my cover attach-
ment the spring-carrier 7 and clip 15 will pref-
erably be assembled and may be sold with or 
without the cover proper, 6, or the friction-
block 20. 75 

It will be apparent that any cover of ap-
proximately the size of the top of the recep-
tacle for which the clip is best adapted may 
be inserted in the carrier, as its yielding con-
struction gives it a wide latitude of play. 8o 

While I have herein for purposes of a full 
disclosure described in some detail one spe-
cific embodiment of my invention, I do not 
desire to be understood as limiting myself 
thereto, as it is apparent that numerous struc-  85 
tural changes might be made in its embodi-
ment without departing from the spirit' and 
scope of my invention. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent 90 

of the United States, is- 
1. A cover attachment for open-ended re-

ceptacles comprising a spring-clip adapted to 
be clasped about the receptacle intermediate 
its ends, a cover proper for the receptacle and. 95 
a carrier, separable from the cover, attached 
thereto, and extending down the side of the 
receptacle into pivotal engagement with the 
clip. 

2. A cover attachment for open-ended re-  100 

ceptacles comprising a spring-clip adapted to 
be clasped about the receptacle, and having a 
portion constituting one member of a hinge, 
a cover proper for the receptacle, and a car-
rier, separable from and attached to the cover, 105 

having a portion closely encircling the clip to 
form the other member of a hinge. 

3. In a cover attachment for receptacles, an 
attaching member provided with one element 
of a hinge, a carrier provided with the coact-  110 
ing element of the hinge, and a cover detach-
ably mounted in said carrier. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
an attaching member provided with one ele-
ment of a hinge, and a carrier member pro-  115 

vided with the coacting element of the hinge, 
said carrier element being provided with a 
plurality of inwardly-opening loops arranged 
in a single plane. 

5. In a cover attachment for receptacles, an 120 

attaching member designed to be detachably 
secured to said receptacle, and provided with 
one element of a hinge, a carrier provided 
with the coacting element of the hinge, said 
carrier comprising a plurality of divergent 125 

spring-fingers, provided with inwardly-open-
ing loops arranged in a common plane. 

6. In a cover attachment for receptacles, an 
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attaching - clip, a cover - carrier pivotally 
mounted on said clip, and a bearing member 
adapted to contact with the receptacle carried 
by the clip, and arranged adjacent the pivotal 

5 point of the carrier. 
T. In combination with an open-ended re- 

ceptacle, a cover attachment therefor com- 
prising a spring-attaching clip, a cover-carrier 
hinged thereto, and a bearing-block having a 

0 friction-face carried by the clip and arranged 

• to extend below the point where the carrier 
is hinged, in contact with the receptacle. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I affix my signature in presence of two 
witnesses. 

OSCAR S. SVVITZER. 

In presence of— 
MARY F. ALLEN, 
GEORGE T. MAY, Jr. 


