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HEATHERBLOOM

by Les Hansen

A short-lived color of glass produced
by Cambridge in the first half of the
1930s was Heatherbloom. Like its
“sister” colors of Alexandrite by
Heisey and Wisteria by Fostoria,
Heatherbloom is a pale lavender,
which changes color based on the
thickness of the glass and the source
of lighting. Heatherbloom is yet
another color developed by Henry
Hellmers for the Cambridge Glass
Company in the early 1930s.
Furthermore, Hellmers consulted with
many glass manufacturers during the
1920s and 1930s, and he claimed
to have developed the formula for the
Alexandrite color made by Heisey.

The color of Heatherbloom hinges on
an ingredient called neodymium
(pronounced nee-eh-DIM-i-em),
which was first used as a coloring
agent for glassware in 1925,
Neodymium is a silvery-white
element, which is costly to separate
from its base materials and is
categorized as a scarce “rare earth”
element. Therefore, neodymium was
(in the 1930s), and remains today, a
very expensive ingredient for making
glass. A web search to prepare this
article provided a current market
value of $1 per gram for neodymium,
which is the equivalent of
approximately $450 per pound!
Granted, this current estimate of cost

would be for a small amount of
neodymium, rather than for the bulk
amounts (with likely lower cost per
unit) required as an ingredient for
glass.

The Colors in Cambridge book
indicates, “Heatherbloom was
introduced in November 1931, and
the last advertising reference to the
color was found in 1935. This color
can be deceiving. When viewed in
natural light (daylight or
incandescent) it is a very delicate pale
orchid or lavender. When viewed
under fluorescent light, it generally
takes on a light blue or gray
appearance.” The Colors book
continues, “Caution! This color could
be confused with Crystal which has
changed to a lavender shade by
prolonged exposure to sunlight.”

Personally, | travel frequently to
Phoenix, AZ, and the antique malls
in that city have many booths with
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ONLY sun-colored (lavender) crystal
glass. Apparently, residents in that
part of the country simply place
crystal glass on shelving on the
rooftops of homes to acquire a
uniform lavender color - after all, the
sun shines almost every day of the
year in that part of the country! So,
buyers should beware when pur-
chasing Cambridge glass that has a
light lavender color. Heatherbloom
items with a crystal stem or crystal
foot can provide some level of
comfort regarding color. | have over-
heard many debates among NCC
members regarding whether a
particular piece of glass is true
Heatherbloom or is sun-colored
crystal.

Modern Glass Practice, by Scholes
and Greene, states, “The violet-pink
shade produced by a few parts of
neodymium oxide in glass is so
attractive that it is used in expensive
ornamental ware.” The textbook
continues, “The hue of glass colored
with neodymium varies with the
thickness or with concentration of
the colorant from a light pink in thin
sections to a beautiful blue-violet in
thicker pieces. This change of hue
with thickness is known as
dichromism. Lastly, the textbook

continued on page 8
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