Cambridge

Crystal Bal

GUNVINC
HAMND MADL

Cambridue

130; /\ 1935

Published monthly by National Cambridge Collectors, Inc.
to encourage and report the discovery of the elegant and boundless product of the
Cambridge Glass Company of Cambridge, Ohio

Issue No. 359

March, 2003

The Cambridge Colors: Carmen

by Les Hansen

Two colors made by Cambridge were
extremely difficult to make because
they required reheating of the glass
after it was pressed or blown to
create the desired color. Those two
colors are Rubina and Carmen. The
topic of this article is Carmen, a color
that Henry Hellmers was very proud
to have developed for the Cambridge
Glass Company. Carmen was the
first ruby glass commercially sold by
the company and, according to the
Colors in Cambridge book, it was
introduced in February 1931.

The glass formula for Carmen is
rather simple compared to the
formula for many colors, and the
formula differed only slightly for
pressed and blown ware. Pressed
glass items are typically much thicker
than blown glass items.
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The formulas for all Cambridge colors
changed somewhat over time;
however, the basic formulas for
Carmen (dated 9/1/32) from Henry
T. Hellmer's Batch Book of Glass
Formulae were:

Pressed Ware Blown Ware

Sand 400 400
Soda 170 190
Potash 20 40
Lime 3 3
Borax 8 8
Zinc Oxide 60 60
Cadmium

Sulfide 11 10
Selenium 6 6.2h

That's right - there is no gold in
Carmen. | have heard the rumor that
Carmen glass contains gold, and this
rumor was probably started because
gold indeed can be used as a red
colorant for glass. However, as
stated in the book, Modern Glass
Practice, “Needless to say, the cost
of gold ruby excludes it from all
products except luxury glassware.”
Cambridge glass was high-quality
glassware, but not luxury glassware,
at the time it was produced (although
a Carmen goblet gold encrusted
Rosepoint would certainly be
considered luxury glassware today).

Continued on page 4
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Carmen Tally-Ho, some with Gold Silk-Screen Decoration
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