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MUSEUM MOMENTS

1-70 Closure Could Reek Havoc

By J. D. Hanes

This month, | have lots of good news, some bad
news, and some news you can take which ever way
you want. I'll put bad news in between good news
so that you won't be too depressed. Hopefully this
will give you something else to do other than watch
the O.J. Simpson trial on television!

The museum reopened the weekend of the Annual
Auction. Hours of operation for the museum can be
found elsewhere in this issue. We had quite a few
people in on Friday before the Auction. It is nice to
get the time to visit with all of you who make the trip
to the auction.

Speaking of the auction, all | can say is WOW! The
selection of items available was outstanding.
Bidding was fast paced and furious. You can find
out more about the auction in the article by Cindy
Arent elsewhere in this issue. One thing | will say
is that many of you were very determined in what
you were going to buy.

| do want to thank all of you who donated items to
the auction. On those items, the Museum Fund
receives 100% of the selling price. The auctioneer
does not even charge us a commission on these
items. Those who donated items to the auction
were: Tom Cotter; Katherine Box; Evelyn Daniel;
Mary Jane Humes,; Clarke West; John Newman;
Richard Kinsell; Tarzan Deel, Bryce Crumb; Everett
Patterson; Mark Nye. Again, many thanks for your

kindness to donating items to the auction.

On the evening after the auction, we had a major
problem occur in the Cambridge area. Interstate 70
which is the main east/west route through Ohio, had
a collapse of the roadway just east of the
intersection with Interstate 77. The area where this
occurred is honeycombed with old abandoned coal
mines. The Ohio Department of Transportation had
known that some of these old mine tunnels were
collapsing since last fall, and were monitoring the
situation, to quote them. What appeared was a 12
foot long by 20 foot wide by 20 foot deep crater in
the interstate, in the eastbound lanes. Needless to
say, interstate 70 between the interchange with
interstate 77 at Cambridge and the interchange at
Old Washington was closed and all traffic detoured
to U.S. Route 40, which is the road in front of the
museum.

How this will affect our museum visitors, | cannot
say. It is difficult to make a left turn from route 40
into the museum parking lot with all of the traffic.
Also, exiting the museum onto route 40 is not an
easy task at times either. This may put a damper
on visitors, or it may increase them, with tourists
seeing the museum and wanting to stop. | hope
that it is the Ilatterr The Department of
Transportation is estimating that it will be at least

(continued on page 15)
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