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Thoughts from the President---

Christmas is over and the New Year has begun. | hope
all of you have the prosperous new year that you were
wished so many times. Prosperous referring to your
finding a one of a kind made at the Cambridge Factory.

For some reason, when Christmas and New Years are
over, | have a period of depression that lasts fora couple
weeks. | guess I'm just a 47 year old kid yet. | get all
excited and really get the Christmas spirit about two
weeks before Christmas and can't wait for Santa Claus
to come. Of course | tell my family that I'm too old to be
impressed by all of the festivies, (you know, you don’t
want to let your children know you're still a child when it
comes to Christmas)! | think if we will all admit it no
matter what age we are, we still enjoy Christmas, not
just the giving and receiving, but for it's real meaning. |
can't believe there are any "BAH HUMBUGS" in this
world.

Did you all get that sought after piece of Cambridge for
Christmas? Like the eight place setting of carmen, gold
encrusted Rosepoint; the eight crown tuscan Cordials
with gold encrusted Portia; the nude Cordial with the
crown tuscan crackle bowl, carmen stem and ebony
foot; or the Bashful Charlotte in royal blue with gold
fillings in her teeth. Don't laugh! Cambridge, or one of
the workers probably made these.

Personally, | did rather well for Christmas. | hope none
of my friends or relatives read this because | really do
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appreciate what they gave me. You see, they know | love
glass, but they don't all realize that | love Cambridge
Glass, so they just buy me glass, usually new. Now | ask
you, “What the hell good is a piece of glass unless it's
old or a piece of Cambridge and has a few dings, chips
or cracks in it?” That's what proves it's old and makes it
valuable. Ask any Flea Marketer or Antique Dealer, who
doesn't know who you are, and that's what they'll tell
you. Honestly, Frank, that's what they told me. Why else
would | buy it?

Did you all make New Year's resolutions? | hope they
included such things as: | will write an article for the
Crystal Ball this year; or | will get my reservations in on
time; or | will try to find new members; or | will partici-
pate in projects; or | will help in any way possible to
make 1981 the “Year of Success"”.

Our efforts this year are going to be directed toward
getting new members, increasing renewals, and as
always the museum, not necessarily in that order. Our
other activities, such as Auction and Convention, are
doing nicely and we hope you will all start making plans
to attend these two functions. Those of you who have
never had a chance to attend, | know, would enjoy both
of these activities, as do the people who return year
after year.

Don't forget, the Auction is February 28th preceded on
the 27th by the Quarterly Meeting. Why don't you make
plans now to spend a weekend in Cambridge, attend the
functions, enjoy the fellowship of all the members, and
maybe even visit the Degenhart Museum and the
Mosser, Boyd and Guernsey Glass factories. The
factories are not open on Saturday, but you could come
a few hours earlier on Friday and enjoy yourselves.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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STUDY Club News

STUDY GROUP #3 - SOUTHERN FLORIDA
“THE FLORIDA EVERGLADES"

The Florida Everglades Study Group met on September
16th, for the first time following their summer break, at the
home of Dick and Luene Brandt, There were seven of our
members present, some had not yet returned from their
vacations,

Our program was an informative one on the History of the
Cambridge Glass Company. We now have a better idea of the
company and the moving forces behind it, that produced the
glassware we love and collect.

Next was “Show & Tell” time for some of the goodies
acquired during our summer break. One of the unusual items
was a Portia etched perfume bottle. Also, there was a large
amethyst bowl with gold encrusted Gloria etching. A very
lovely piece.

Then we had refreshments. The hit was the white grape juice
punch that was served. What's the recipe?

The Florida Everglades Study Group met on October 2]st
in the home of John and Evelyn Knowles. Our numbers grew
over last month, as we had 10 members present.

To help with the new Price Guide for the NCC 1949-53
Catalog. our program consisted of updating those patterns
we were familiar with and had paid attention to their prices.
It was a very enlightening job and time consuming. There
sure are a lot of pieces on a page! Next month we are going
to add some more prices.as well as have a regular program.

Will see those of you who can come, at Bob and Betty
Bryner’s for our November meeting.
submitted by Luene Brandt

STUDY GROUP #5 - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
“CALIFORNIA CAMBRIDGE COLLECTORS"

The California Cambridge Collectors met November 21st, in
the home of Herb and Betty Wanser, with 12 members and
one guest present.

Our Rosepoint specialist, Ron Rockafellow, discussed
Rosepoint at this meeting. He brought several beautiful
pieces from his own collection and several members also
brought pieces for display. Ron really did his homework
because he told us many things about Rosepoint that we
were not aware of previously. He even brought some
Wallace sterling flatware in the Rosepoint pattern to
complete a place setting of Rosepoint.

We made plans for our Christmas dinner and gift exchange
which will be held at a local restaurant. That will be our
December meeting.

continued on page 13































































